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Characters 
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Deepa likes to visit Grandma at her banana 
farm. Bananas are the fruit Deepa and her 
hen like best. Grandma knows how to make 
the bananas turn ripe and sweet. 

Deepa asks Grandma, “What do you do to 
make the bananas so sweet?” 

Grandma says, “I will not speak of it. It is my 
secret.” 



134

Deepa gazes at a huge tub filled with green 
bananas. Grandma holds a huge green leaf 
near the tub of bananas. There is a whole pile 
of huge green leaves. 

Deepa asks, “What are you doing with those 
leaves, Grandma?” 

Grandma replies, “It is a secret.” 

Mom and Dad say, “You can make amends by 
helping your Grandma pick more bananas to 
sell at the market.” So, Deepa and the hen 
help Grandma pick more bananas. 

Grandma is not mad. With Deepa’s help, she 
will have more bananas to sell. Grandma is 
glad that Deepa knows the secret of the ripe 
bananas because she faced her mistake and 
gained a lesson. 
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Grandma tells Deepa’s Mom and Dad that 
Deepa ate the bananas she needed to sell at 
the market. 

Mom, Dad, and Grandma are very upset. 

Deepa says, “I am very sorry I ate the bananas. 
What can I do to make it up to you, Grandma? I 
will never take what does not belong to me 
again.” 

Deepa pleads, “Grandma, please tell me your 
secret.” 

Grandma replies again, “Do not be rude. I told 
you it was my secret. Now it is time for you to 
go home.” 

Deepa runs home. She does not want 
Grandma to see her weep. 
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The next day, Deepa asks Grandma if she can 
have some of the bananas to eat. Grandma 
explains, “The bananas are not quite sweet yet.  
I am waiting to take them to market.” 

Deepa asks, “But Grandma, how do you make 
the bananas sweet?” 

Grandma tells Deepa, “I told you that it is my 
secret. Leave me in peace.” 

Later, Deepa and the hen go to the market. 
They realize Grandma needs more bananas to 
sell at the market. 

Deepa does not know what to do. She realizes 
she made a mistake. 
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After that, Deepa and the hen find a place to 
hide to eat the ripe bananas. 

They munch the sweet bananas until they are 
all gone. 

Later, Grandma moans, “My leg is hurting me. 
Deepa, please go find my walking stick so I 
can walk with more ease.” 

The stick is next to the big banana tub. The 
huge green leaves lay on top of the tub. 



98

Deepa smells the sweet bananas. The smell 
comes from the huge tub with the leaves on 
top. 

She peeks under the leaves and sees the 
bananas. They are ripe and yellow. Deepa 
thinks of a plan to sneak a few of them to eat. 

First, she steals five of the ripe bananas from 
the huge tub. Then, she sneaks past Grandma 
who is reaching to pick more green bananas. 

Grandma does not hear or see Deepa as she 
speeds by at a fast pace.  


