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Characters 




314

Teacher Reads:


The sea is so important to the people 
who live on Mantanani. The fishermen, 
who live on the island, catch fish to sell 

at the market.
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Datiz and his dad catch fish from the sea.


They sell their fresh fish to the fish stand.


The coral reef begins to grow back.


Splash is glad and thanks Datiz.
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The fishermen are in shock when they 
see the photos. 


They did not think their bombs smashed 
the coral reefs.


“We will stop blast fishing to save the 
coral reefs,” say the fishermen.


Every spring, the gentle whale sharks 
swim by Datiz and his pals. Datiz likes to 
swim with his friend, Splash, one of the 
whale sharks. The whale sharks are the 
biggest fish in the sea. But they will not 
harm people.
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One day, Datiz and Splash swim by a coral 
reef, the home of many sea animals.


Swish, swish, swish.


Datiz can talk to his pal, Splash.


All the kids rush into the class to find out 
what is happening to the coral reef.


The kids in the class tell Datiz, 

“Don’t quit. Get the fishermen to stop 
blasting the coral reef!”
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Snap, click, flash!


Datiz and Splash take a photo of the 
coral reef after the blast.


BOOM! BLAST! BOOM!


“What’s that?” asks Datiz.


“It will kill the coral reef!” says Splash.
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Datiz sees a man drop a bomb into the sea.


BOOM! BLAST! BOOM!


“STOP!” yells Datiz to the fishermen.


“The blast kills the fish so we can catch 
them,” says the fisherman.


“The bombs also smash, mash, and trash 
the coral reefs,” says Datiz.


But the fishermen do not want to stop 
catching fish this way.



